
 
“In a certain sense, it is the priest himself, the individual 
priest, who is the person primarily responsible in the 
Church for ongoing formation. Truly each priest has the 
duty, rooted in the sacrament of holy orders, to be faithful to 
the gift God has given him and to respond to the call for 
daily conversion which comes with the gift itself.  
 
“The regulations and norms established by Church 
authority, as also the example given by other priests, are not 
enough to make permanent formation attractive unless the 
individual priest is personally convinced of its need and is 
determined to make use of the opportunities, times and 
forms in which it comes.  
 
“Ongoing formation keeps up one's ‘youthfulness of spirit’ 
which is something that cannot be imposed from without. 
Each priest must continually find it within himself. Only 
those who keep ever alive their desire to learn and grow can 
be said to enjoy this ‘youthfulness’. 
 
“The responsibility of the bishop and, with him, of the 
presbyterate, is fundamental. The bishop's responsibility is 
based on the fact that priests receive their priesthood from 
him and share his pastoral solicitude for the People of God. 
He is responsible for ongoing formation, the purpose of 
which is to ensure that all his priests are generously faithful 
to the gift and ministry received, that they are priests such 
as the People of God wishes to have and has a ‘right’ to.  
 
“This responsibility leads the bishop, in communion with 
the presbyterate, to outline a project and establish a 
program which can ensure that ongoing formation is not 
something haphazard but a systematic offering of subjects, 
which unfold by stages and take on precise forms. The 
bishop will live up to his responsibility not only by seeing 
to it that his presbyterate has places and times for its 
ongoing formation, but also by being present in person and 
taking part in an interested and friendly way …. “(no. 79) 
 

“I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you.”  
(2 Tim 1:6) 
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Dear Brothers in Ministry 
 
For many, the idea of remaining youthful is attractive. 
According to one source, it’s a must for clergy! Indeed, 
Pope John Paul II reminds us in Pastores dabo vobis 
that “ongoing formation keeps up one’s ‘youthful-
ness of spirit’.” He continues, “Only those who keep 
ever alive their desire to learn and grow can be said to 
enjoy this ‘youthfulness’ … Truly each priest has the 
duty ….” (no. 79) 
 
There is a great deal of evidence of this ‘youthfulness’ 
in our deacons, priests, and bishops across Australia.  
This is clear in large measure from our Diocesan 
Directors’ annual reports of the Retreats, Clergy 
Conferences, Assemblies, Synods and post-Synodal 
efforts--renewals of all kinds, attended annually by the 
bulk of our Australian clergy. We should be so proud. 
 
Having attending almost all the Clergy Conferences 
listed inside over the past six months, I join with you in 
acknowledging the great wealth of talent we have – 
gifted speakers and gifted listeners/contributors ‘doing 
together’ ongoing formation, education, and renewal.  
 
In past Information Bulletins, my predecessors gave a 
detailed account of the “Executive Officer’s move-
ments”. Let’s settle for the list of Conferences inside! 
 
PS. With the reorganisation of the Australian Bishops 
Conference we have a new name: The Australian 
Catholic Council for Clergy Life and Ministry. 
 
With personal best wishes 
 

Frank Devoy 
Director 

Pastores dabo vobis 
Pope John Paul II 



 
Parish priests by their very nature are generally realistic 
about pastoral endeavours as they are often the interface 
between church ideals and practise.  Some priests have 
been somewhat wary of past World Youth Days’, probably 
for a wide range of reasons …  
 
However, World Youth Day also brings with it marvellous 
opportunities to evangelise and touch the hearts and minds 
of young people in our nation and from around the world. 
Particularly that growing number of young baptised 
Catholics who do not participate in the life of the local 
church today.  As cynical as we may have become to these 
days from afar we do have an once-in-a-lifetime moment to 
share a powerful Christian and genuinely Catholic message 
not only to the young people of our Church but also to young 
people in Australia.  In addition it is hoped it will also be a 
means of rejuvenation for the whole Australian Catholic 
Church.  To witness and experience the vitality of the 
Church in young people from many different cultures across 
the world and to reflect on our own faith and lived 
experience of Church can only be beneficial if we enter into 
this with the right spirit-the Holy Spirit.   
 
Having sat on the Community's Advisory Committee for 
Sydney World Youth Day 2008 I have some insight that the 
logistics and organisation for such an event are huge and it 
is critical that all sectors of the Church work together. I 
encourage the priests of Australia to assist as much as 
possible in our already busy lives!  Hopefully the benefits will 
far outweigh the inconvenience. 
 

Fr Ian McGinnity 
Quakers Hill 

 
 
On its own, WYD is simply an event.  And as an event, it is 
asking of us all a massive amount of effort, when so many, 
especially Priests, are already overloaded to breaking point.  
But if it is seen as the beginning point of an ongoing faith 
formation journey for young people, then it becomes a vital 
catalyst for engaging, forming and evangelising many young 
Australians.  The true fruits of WYD will come from the effort 
at the grassroots, in parishes and schools around the 
country and this can't succeed without your support. So as 
one young person, and a representative of many more, 
please get behind WYD in your parish and your diocese for 
the event and its lead-up, but more importantly, for the 
period after WYD which will make or break the success of  

 
 
this effort in transforming the hearts and minds of young 
people. The young people of Australia need you. 
 

Mr Devett O'Brien  
National YCS Worker 

 
 
Fr Tom Rosica, the Coordinator of the 2002 World Youth 
Day in Canada explains that Pope John Paul II once said to 
him that World Youth Day was actually a pretext for many 
other important things.  That could seem like a bit of an odd 
comment, but I think what the Pope meant was that through 
the World Youth Day event young people are able to 
engage with the central mysteries of our faith, to connect or 
reconnect with the Church, and to get involved in the 
mission of the Church in practical ways.  It’s an amazing 
opportunity for priests to assist and mentor these young 
people in their journey, and to be renewed themselves as 
they witness the growth in faith and action of these young 
people from around the world. 
 
                                                                Fr Chris Ryan mgl  
                                                                           Coordinator 
                              Journey of the World Youth Day Cross 
                         and Icon of our Lady in Asia and Oceania 
 
 
World Youth Day is an event like no other in the history of 
the Australian Church. We will all have the opportunity to 
experience a great international gathering of young people; 
to experience their faith and to share our faith with them. 
However, World Youth Day is not simply for the young. It will 
be a graced-filled time of enormous potential, an invitation 
from Christ to all our people to begin again a profound 
renewal of parish life.  
 
As priests it can be our joy and privilege to encourage this 
tremendous gift of the power of the Holy Spirit in our young, 
and our young-at-heart parishioners, and to receive it anew 
in our own hearts; from this day and many years beyond 
2008.  
 

Activ8! (Acts 1:8 – You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses.) 

 
                                                      Fr Paul Winter ofm (cap)  
                                                                       Coffs Harbour 

 
 
I thought that I was mad going to Koln last year with a group 
of 40 mostly indigenous young people from the Kimberley 
and Top End, especially when I was freezing during the 
camp out at Marienfeld with a million people, waiting for 
Pope Benedict to show.   
 
Last week, however, I spent time (travelling to Alice Springs 
for the celebrations there) with some of the young people 
who had been on the Koln pilgrimage. They were positive, 
realistic, and encouraging, fired up about faith and church. 
They filled my head with stories of others of our group and 
the continuing influence WYD is having.  
 
I can only wonder what the result will be with WYD being 
closer to home! Young people from Balgo have already 
asked me to put their names down and offered to help 
prepare others for the experience. I don’t think we will get 
another opportunity like this to connect with youth of the 
world, and even those in our own parish!  

 
                                                                     Fr Matt Digges 
                                                                             Balgo, WA 
 
 
My first experience of world youth day came Santiago De 
Compostela Spain, 1989. There as a 17 year old in the 
company of 62 other young people from around Australia I 
heard the call of Pope John Paul II, "don’t be afraid to be 
holy". These words made a deep impression on me and 
opened up something within me. I entered the seminary to 
begin my priestly formation in 1993.  
 
For me world youth day is a moment where young people 
can come together to live an experience of faith. It can be a 
life changing experience. I have seen young people finding 
their call in life, people leaving drugs and alcohol and other 
destructive situations, as a result of their pilgrim experience.  
 
I believe world youth day 2008 in Sydney is a great 
opportunity for priests to see the Church alive among the 
young -- to be energised by and to accompany young 
people in their lived experience with God. It will be a great 
event for the Church of Australia and one that demands the 
fullest of support. 
  

Fr Richard Tomelty 
Cathedral, Broome 

Australian Bishops 
Excerpts from  Letter to Priests,  2001 
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Dioceses, Speakers, Topics 

Clergy Associations, 
National Gatherings 


